
   Detachment 1186 concluded 
it’s 2009 Toys for Tots effort.  
We would like to thank all of 
the organizations and individu-
als who generously gave this 

year. 

   Thousands of toys were dis-
tributed to needy children in Pitt 
and Martin Counties.  This year 
has been especially important 
due to the current economic 
realities.  Many local busi-
nesses stepped up and gave 
their time and energy to this 
effort.  It was amazing to see 
so many small businesses 
doing everything they could to 

collect toys. 

   We would like to especially 
thank Speight Realty for their 
generous support and their 
wiliness to provide us with a 

warehouse this year. 

   Detachment 1186 will begin 
preparing for the 2010 effort 
immediately and we look for-

ward to working with all of 
those participating this year 
and we look forward to new 

relationships. 

   Please visit the Detachment 
website at downeastmcl.com to 
view more photos of the 2009 

Toys for Tots effort. 

   Please don’t hesitate to call 
us if you are interested in par-

ticipating next year. 

   Special thanks to Easter 
Plumbing, Brook Valley Coun-
try Club, Ron Ayers, Disabled 
American Veterans, Town of 

Farmville, Ayden Country 
Club, WITN, Congressman 
Walter B. Jones, Maye Mu-
seum, D H Conley High 
School, Pactolus School, 
Speight Properties, Toys R 
Us, ECU and all of those who 

gave toys and their time. 

   This effort could not have 
been possible without your 

support! 
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Upcoming Event 

January Business Meeting * Jan 5 * 7pm * VFW 
 

"There are only two kinds of people that understand Marines: Ma-

rines and those who have met them in battle. Everyone else has a 

second-hand opinion."  Unknown 
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Detachment Shirts 
 

Detachment shirts with 
name and logo are now 

available for purchase. 

   Please contact Jose’ Riol-
lano if you are interested in 
purchasing the shirt or email 
the Detachment at 

mail@downeastmcl.com. 

    Please bring your pay-
ment to the January meeting 
if you already ordered a 
shirt.  Bill Plueddemann has 
the shirts and they will be 

available for pick up at the 

meeting. 
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By Jim Garamone 

American Forces Press 
Service 

 

KABUL, Dec. 14, 2009 ð 
The insurgency in Afghani-
stan has become more perva-
sive, more sophisticated and 
more violent, said the chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff here today.  

Navy Adm. Mike Mullen said 
during a news conference 
with Afghan and American 
reporters that the insurgents 
òhave a dominant influence 
in 11 of Afghanistanõs 34 
provinces.ó  

The insurgents are becoming 
more effective at using im-
provised explosive devices 
and small-unit tactics, Mullen 
said. òI remain deeply con-
cerned by the growing level 
of collusion between the Af-
ghan Taliban and al-Qaida 
and other extremist groups 
taking refuge across the bor-
der in Pakistan,ó he said.  

Getting at this network is key 
to success in the country, the 
chairman added.  

Mullen said he will discuss 
with Afghan and Pakistani 
leaders how all can better 
cooperate and coordinate 

activities against the terror 
network, and that heõll meet 
with Pakistani Gen. Asfaq 
Kiyani later this week. The 
Pakistani offensive in South 
Waziristan is going well, he 
said, and the Pakistani mili-
tary is meeting its objectives.  

òThe Pakistani military, while 
taking a significant number of 
casualties, is taking the fight 
to this most dangerous en-
emy of their state,ó he said.  

Consolidating military gains 
by ensuring a safe environ-
ment for building and gov-
ernance is the most difficult 
part of counterinsurgency 
operations, Mullen said.  

During visits with troops at 
Fort Campbell, Ky., and 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., last 
week, the chairman said, he 
told the troops to òsteel 
themselves for more combat 
and more casualties, even as I 
told them to use the time 
before deployment to learn 
all they can about the Afghan 
culture.ó  

American forces coming into 
Afghanistan will be familiar 
with local dialects, the ways 
of the population and their 
customs, Mullen said. òThe 
Afghan people -- their needs, 

their perceptions, and, above 
all, their actions -- must re-
main the center of gravity in 
this conflict,ó he added.  

The mission here is to defeat 
al-Qaida and prevent Af-
ghanistan from succumbing 
to Taliban rule again, Mullen 
said, and the Afghan people 
are the key. They must feel 
safe to stand up to Taliban 
intimidation and brutality, he 
explained.  

American forces will con-
tinue to work with and 
through Afghan national se-
curity forces and will con-
tinue to train Afghan forces 
leading up to July 2011, when 
American forces will begin to 
thin out, Mullen said.   òWe 
must quickly reverse the mo-
mentum of this insurgency, 
and build the capacity of the 
Afghan army and police to 
provide for the security of 
their own country,ó he said.  

Mullen said he is encouraged 

by Afghan President Hamid 

Karzaiõs stated intent to com-

bat corruption and bring gov-

ernance to all levels of gov-

ernment. 

The flyer must be handed to the 
waiter or waitress and stapled to 
the receipt. 

Thanks to Bryan Ballow, the 
Detachment is partnering with 
Texas Roadhouse to raise 
money. 
 
How it works:  We provide 
someone with a flyer.  That per-
son takes the flyer to the Texas 
Roadhouse on the 3rd Wednes-
day of the month beginning in 
January.  

The Detachment gets a percent-
age of the total cost of the bill. 
 
More information will be provided 
at the January meeting and on 
the Detachment website in the 
near future. 
 
Downeastmcl.com 
 
 

Partnership with Texas Roadhouse 

Afghan Insurgency More Pervasive, Mullen Says  

Visit the 

Detachment website 

more news on our 

blogs. 
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Home Away from Home 
 
Sponsor a Night of Lodging 
 
Please consider sponsoring a 
night of lodging for a family in 
need. 
 
How it works: 
Visit the Home Fund website 
and click on the link  “Sponsor 
a Night of Lodging”.  Complete 
the online sign up form. 
 
We will notify you when a family 
is in need of lodging.  You then 
have the option to submit a $30 
donation online.  
 
We will then send a card to the 
family member when a dona-
tion is received. 

dant Tom Ray Sr. is looking 
forward to attending our 
upcoming Dept Quarterly 
meeting and meeting with 
many of you at the Com-
mandantõs Council meeting 
on the 29th at 7PM in 
Greensboro. In the mean 
time feel free to email your 
congratulations to Tom and 
his Detachment at ray-
bomarine@ec.rr.com I am 
sure he would like to hear 
from you. 

   Marines this is a great ex-
ample of not leaving any 
Marine behind, we are 
proud to be Marines and 
Marine Corps League mem-
bers and while it is impor-
tant to recruit new Detach-
ments it is certainly just as 
important to keep the ones 
we have. Again I wish to 
thank all those involved in 

Thanks to the efforts of 
some really motivated Ma-
rines including Comman-
dant Tom Ray Sr. and Sr 
Vice Commandant Owen 
Smith of the Cherry Point 
Detachment we are proud 
to report the Cherry Point 
Detachment met last eve-
ning and installed new De-
tachment officers.  

   This Detachment is now 
reactivated and fired up and 
will make a difference in the 
Department of North Caro-
lina. I congratulate the ef-
forts of Dept Jr. Vice Com-
mandant Wally Darling and 
Dept DVC Ron Cooper in 
helping to make this hap-
pen, I also want to thank 
George Barrows for his as-
sistance. 

   Detachment Comman-

this matter and I look for-
ward to seeing you soon.  

 

Semper Fidelis, 

Dennis A Brockland 

Commandant  

Department of NC 

Read more NC Marine 

Corps League news 

www.ncmcl.net 

 

Detachment Marine of the Year Jason Lowry 

27 families have 

received assistance 

through the Home 

Away Home Fund 

 

Thank you for your 

support! 
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Mission 
 
The Marine Corps League was founded by Major General Commandant, John A. Lejeune, in 1923 and 
chartered by an Act of Congress on August 4, 1937. Its membership of nearly 56,000 is comprised of 
honorably discharged, active duty and Reserve Marines with 90 days of service or more, and retired Ma-
rines. It includes officer, enlisted, male and female members. 
 
The Marine Corps League is headed by an elected National Commandant, with 14 elected national staff officers who serve as 
trustees. Day to day operations are under the control of an executive director who supervises the day-to-day performance of 
the national headquarters staff, located at 8626 Lee Highway in Fairfax, Virginia. 
 
The prime authority of the League is derived from its charter and from its annual national convention held in August in different 
major U. S. cities throughout the nation. The National Commandant has operational control over the National Headquar-
ters staff and the National Board of Trustees, who in turn coordinate the efforts of 47 department, or State entities, and the 
activities of over 812 community-based detachments located throughout the United States and overseas. 
 
The League is classified as a veterans / military service organization and was formed for the purposes of promoting the inter-
ests of the U. S. Marine Corps; to provide camaraderie and assistance to Marines, as well as to their widows and orphans; 
and to preserve the traditions of the U. S. Marine Corps. It is a not for profit organization within the provisions of Internal Reve-
nue Service Code 50l (c) (4), with a special group exemption letter which allows for contributions to the Marine Corps League, 
its Auxiliary and subsidiary units, to be tax deductible by the donor. 

Meeting Location:  
VFW Post 7032 

1108 Mumford Rd. 
Greenville, NC 27834 

 

Meeting Time:  
1st Tuesday of each month 7pm/1900 

downeastmcl .com/donate  

Support  the Home Away f rom Home Fund!  

Home Fund Sponsor 


